June ___, 2009

The Honorable  (PLEASE INSERT YOUR SENATOR ON COMMITTEE OR NEGRETE-MCLEOD AND THEIR ADDRESS HERE)

Dear Senator (insert your senator on the committee or Negrete-McLeod):

I am a licensed audiologist in California, and I am educated and trained to investigate, evaluate, test and assess patients who are experiencing hearing issues. We also fit patients with hearing aids, all within the scope of our existing practice. The CA Speech Language-Pathology and Audiology Board regulates our activities.
I am respectfully requesting your support for AB 1535 (Jones), which would allow licensed audiologists to sell hearing aids under our audiology licenses, rather than requiring us to also obtain a dispenser’s (sales) license administered by a second state licensing entity, the Hearing Aid Dispensers Bureau.  
The present law dates back 37 years when hearing aid options were quite limited and it was thought to be “unprofessional” at the time for audiologists to sell the devices. The “dispenser’s license” was established in our state to establish minimal competency standards for fitting and selling hearing aid devices by non-audiologist dispensers. A non-audiologist dispenser needs only be 18 years of age and a high school graduate to otherwise fulfill the licensing requirement. Audiologists must have at least a Masters Degree in Audiology, a standard that is being raised in California and the other states to a Doctorate of Audiology. In addition to our graduate level course work, which includes training and examinations on the fitting of hearing aids, we must pass a comprehensive national licensing examination, and complete extensive internship programs where we continue their learning.  

Hearing treatment and hearing aid technology has become much more advanced, particularly within the pediatric population, as the result of the Universal Newborn Hearing Screening Programs in California and many other states, and more and more audiologists have had to get a dispensers license in order to fully serve their patients. 52% of the current state licensees now have a dispenser’s license, too.  

Recognizing this as unnecessary, as of 2009, 35 states and the federal government now allow all audiologists to dispense hearing aids solely under their audiology license. That state count number is growing every year. We really do know how to fit hearing aids.

This bill does not affect the ability of non-audiologist dispensers to sell hearing aids. AB 1535 allows consumers to go to an audiologist or a dispenser elsewhere if they wish to purchase a hearing aid devise, just as the patient of an optometrist may shop around and have an 
eyeglass prescription be filled elsewhere.  

The state Speech Language-Pathology and Audiology Board (SLPAB) has written and testified that audiologists are thoroughly qualified through their educational training to fit hearing aids. The board believes that having audiologists under regulatory oversight by their board and the Hearing Aid Dispensers Bureau is unnecessary, duplicative, more costly, and confusing to them, consumers and us. 

I know AB 1535 will improve patient health care access and eliminate the redundant oversight of our profession. Your consideration of this measure would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Name

cc: Roiselyn Pulmano, Consultant, Sen. B, P & E Committee

       Barry Brokaw, Sacramento Advocates, Inc.


